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Walter Minnesota Gothic 


Holt. Aug. 314p. $3.95. 

Minnesota Gothic could have been powerful novel. 
become instead, tableau unhappy people 
the cod. The passions, the frustrations, the venom 
and the savagery masked civilized society, have been 
but barely hinted context where their exploitation 
could have brought the tale white-hot agony. 
is, the result about exciting picnic the 
rain. 


Jesse Jannison, male animal with all the drive ard 
tuthless business energy nobody determined be- 
come somebody, imposes his virility upon Dorcas and 
Victoria Dubois, wellbred, refined daughters Pierre, 
the financier who later loses all. Vicky falls madly 
love with Jesse, but Jesse somehow prefers break 
down the indifferent Dorcas. There spawns Vicky 
hatred for her sister that unbalances her 
even pushes her the point where she 


indulges Indian magic under the tutelage old Joe 
Blackjack who knows all the perilous secrets Midewi- 
win tribe. 

Jesse brings his bride, Dorcas well broken-down 
his masculine Castle Danger, the huge 
stone mansion built for her the sawmill town 
Mokoman. Later on, Jesse also brings secretary, 
Lyyli Murmi, who inevitably becomes pregnant him 
and leaves. One day, rare visit home, ruthless 
lumber czar Jesse Jannison gets his come-uppance. 
irate unknown, presumably crushed out business 
him, shows his displeasure driving six inches 
sharp steel into Jesse’s side. Jesse calls for his wife, 
pleads with her for doctor, and slowly dies before she 
can bring herself ring “central.” 


The rest the novel deals with Dorcas’ search for 
Lyyli Nurmi’s baby after Vicky has come share the 
loneliness Castle Danger with her. Vicky grows 
progressively “queer,” situation which becomes accen- 
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tuated when Tina Dahl brought into the household 
Dorcas’ companion. 


Dorcas thinks that Tina Lyyli’s daughter. Vicky, 
some judicious snooping, learns also Dorcas’ belief 
and dazed the possibilities the situation. 


Vicky now doubles her doses black magic the hope 
wreaking incestuous revenge Jesses and Dorcas. 
She provokes Joe Blackjack into making love charms 
that Tina will fall love with Dorcas’ son, Peter, 
lad who has been college “in the East.” Peter and 
Tina fall love very gracefully. The dreaded in- 
cest brings horror but all ends happily when Honest 
John Pickerel explains Dorcas that Lyyli’s baby died 
the age two, that was spy for the shyster 
attorneys Horace and Alonzo Thing, that the attorneys 
were bleeding Jesse’s estate for personal profit, but that 
he, Honest John Pickerel drew the line some things, 
(no pun intended); and, apparently, incest was one 
them. 


Minnesota Gothic falls far short The Grand Portage. 
lacks the cohesive vitality the latter. fact, 
“Minnesota” not all, and only partially “gothic.” 
The spirit Minnesota glaringly absent. Unlike The 
Grand Portage this story could have been located any- 
where. Change the word “lumber” “coal” “steel,” 
“gold” “oil” and the same story would fit per- 
fectly into this particular framework. 


Nor does the “gothic” quality the story come off. 
Such names Castle Danger, Alonzo Thing, Vicky 
Dubois and occasional reference “gothic settle,” 
help create the dank mood that Indian magic and blood 
vengeance should evoke. But even the mood under- 
stated out existence. The characters have name 
and habitation but their power dissipated for lack 
probing. The Thing brothers are caricatures not 
characters. Vicky sick and possibly stupid girl. 
Tina and Peter are good healthy lad and lassie out 
any respectable magazine. Fairly illiterate adults 
will doubt enjoy this repast half-cooked hash. 
Unfortunately could have been rare filet mignon. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Shute, Nevil Beyond the Black Stump 
Morrow. Aug. 10, 1956. 316p. $3.75. 


Nevil Shute, who has large and devoted following 
readers, good example the twentieth century 
best-selling novelist. Shute generally writes readable, 
entertaining story which rather harmlessly senti- 
mental point view. There certain warmth 
his story-telling, and his people have certain pleasant- 
ness, (there are villains Nevil Shute novels), 
which endears them the reader. never ob- 
scene, and even when deals with indelicate matter, 
handles the material good taste. Yet, the same 
time, generally flat and mechanical style, un- 
even interest, and generally tame and bloodless 
content. 

Shute’s latest narrative exemplifies all the above 


characteristics his writing except three. First, Beyond 
the Black Stump not suspenseful his finest work. 


O’Meara Shute Humphrey 
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Secondly, this book has very little technical informa 
tion, which unusual for Shute novel. Thirdly, thi 
book creates highly believable heroine—generally, ex. 
cept The Legacy, Shute’s heroines are wooden and 
unreal. 


The Regans control huge sheep ranch 
Australia. They are hard-working, highly 


family, although the past Pat Regan has sired 
ous illegitimate children. Although the Regans 


nominally Catholic, their Catholicism untended 


and decadent condition because the scarcity 
priests that part Australia. oil prospecting 
crew from the Topeka Exploration Company comes 
the land the Regans and American geologist, 


Stanton Laird, falls love with Mollie Regan. 


genuous, and bit immature. 


Before agreeing her marriage, Mollie’s mother insists 
that the girl must America and visit Laird’s par. 
ents. This done. 
about Mollie’s background, (having half-brothers who 
are partly Negro, for instance), she horrified; Mollie 
realizes that her primitive and unconventional back 
ground will serious barrier successful marriage, 
She renounces Laird and returns 
ably her former beau, David Cope. parting gift, 
(Shute always sporting about his cricket), Laird 
hands Mollie geological survey map Cope’s 
posedly arid property which indicates water aplenty, 
hence, Laird’s rival will eventually become millionaire 
sheep-raiser. 


must remarked that Shute puts too much stress 
the thesis that men primitive frontier will 
always immoral and unconventional until that fron- 
tier becomes civilized. need hardly added that 
there exists fallacy called false generalization. 


Beyond the Black Stump, probably, will best seller, 
although does not deserve one. lacks 
pense and the technical data that enhances much 
Shute’s work. Most all, lacks gusto. 
tain that even the most loyal and steadfast Shute sup- 
porters will disappointed with this book. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Humphreys, Emyr Man’s Estate 
McGraw-Hill. Aug. 13, 1956. 279p. $3.75. 

The characters this novel are self-made people who 
worship their creator. Their code living made 
from dogma desire.” 


Philip Esmor-Elis needs money married. 
cides return his birthplace Welsh village 
claim his estate. cleverly manipulated flash-back 
technique, the author allows his main characters 
piece the story Philip’s 30-year life span this jigsaw 
puzzle story. All the characters are neatly placed: 
Hannah, his asthmatic, spinster sister, living only 
his return life she, too, can the same; Idris 
Powell, the young minister “who finds fantasti 


cally difficult Christian, but unbearable 
anything Ada, the illegitimate daughter 


When Stanton’s mother 
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Philip’s father, grasping happiness any cost; and 
Philip, the scientist who handles “dead tissues” with 
more respect that does living people. 


The lines this puzzle cross character and theme and 
run the unchartered course, not the “lust for life,” 
but the life for lust. All the selfish characters—and 
each one them selfish and character—are pene- 
tratingly portrayed their monstrous proportions. But 
when the pieces this melodrama are set order, the 
picture cold, hard, black portrait hatred. There 
beam even ray hope. fact, the only illumina- 
tion the flexible, sometimes lyrical, writing the 


author. 
Quinn, 


University Scranton 


Macken, Walter 
The Green Hills and Other Stories 
Macmillan. July 31,1956. 205p. $3.50. 


Walter Macken perhaps best known the actor- 
manager who left the Abbey Theater for literary 
career and 1953 produced the Literary Guild novel 
Rain the Wind. His new book collection 
twenty-one short stories set his native Galway and 
dealing with the simple mores, humor, and people 
Irish village. Six the pieces have appeared previ- 
ously popular magazines. 

loafer Gaeglers the first one met, 
amusing account wild-goose chase that reforms his 
swindling habits. This singular fellow later returns 
“Duck Soup” and himself retaliates against the Twotees 
boys for sending him jail. From him the range 
steadily widens include enough colorful characters 
populate several Spoon Rivers: rival schoolmates 
Turk and Cecil; dissembling old farmer who tries 
fool the pension investigator and nearly ruins his own 
case; two roistering medical students; Peter the atheist, 
who proves himself the most religious all; bully 
Pongo arousing the mild-mannered Melia; the long- 
suffering doctor the town; fish poachers; and police- 
man who has too much heart for his job. 


Several love stories are also included, perhaps the best 
which farmer Colm’s winning Sorcha help- 
ing her sea-loving father boat race the sea that 
Colm hates. Most sentimental all the title story, 
centered love motif that ends tragically 
soldier’s flag-draped coffin. 

There are many more; they all add fascinating 
and utterly believable picture the kind secluded 
village that Macken’s home. Like true Irishman, 
not ashamed sentiment; most his stories 
have frankly emotional impact, sometimes 
sardonic but usually tied simple nostalgia 
pathos. Much the primitive charm comes 
also from the beautifully rhythmic conversationalism 
style, which wraps one completely the environ- 
ment from which the tales stem. Even more than the 
twist with which Macken likes conclude, 
this spoken, yarn-spinning quality responsible for his 
sustained success with his simple characters. 


writing well represented these folksy accounts 
loves, rivalries, practical jokes, disappointments, and 
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triumphs. They are better reading than the sophisti- 
cated experimentation much psychoanalytic fiction. 
These are wholesome people, despite the occasional 
human chicaneries which some them engage; they 
will provide pleasant relaxation for any class reader 
content with good, straightforward story-telling. 


George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


O’Hara, John Family Party 
Random House. Aug. 16,1956. 64p. $1.95. 

This slim volume which purports after-dinner 
speech “family party” citizens small mining 
town gathered honor Dr. Samuel Merritt the 
occasion his retirement from practice, skillfully 
written novelette as, different genre, Heming- 
way’s The Old Man and the Sea. letting Albert 
Shoemaker, lifetime friend Dr. Merritt, make 
the speech —remarkably character, and superbly 
satiric after-dinner speeches Mr. O’Hara able 
sketch vividly not only the life small-town general 
practitioner dedicated his vocation, but also good 
deal the town and the times which 
effecting story, skillfully written. And more than 
one reader will suspect that the affection for the fic- 
tional Dr. Sam based the author’s affection for 
party much closer his own family. 


Moore, Brian 

The Lonely Passion Judith Hearne 
Little, Brown, (Atlantic Monthly Press). June 12, 1956. 
233p. $3.50. 
extraordinary first novel which explores the desper- 
ate terror loneliness depicting the tragic later life 
homely spinster Belfast, The Lonely Passion 
Judith Hearne merits the attention discriminating 
adult readers. For this something special novels, 
much the manner Graham Greene his best, 
compassionate but relentless picture the tortured 
fears and pitiful pride ordinary woman nearing 
fifty vears age who feels herself cheated, unde- 
serving victim cruelly indifferent Providence, one 
whose wretched self-pity rationalizes increasingly fre- 
quent refuge the comforting oblivion drunken- 
ness which she vainly tries keep hidden. Mr. Moore 
tells the events which lead Judith Hearne’s devastat- 
ing collapse with skill close brilliance. 
Judith Hearne, early orphaned, was taken well- 
to-do aunt and educated Belfast’s Sacred Heart 
Convent. For this charity, the aunt exacted payment 
Judith’s dependent companionship, stressing con- 
tinuously her social position and successfully keeping 
off the few suitors who had shown interest the plain- 
faced girl. For time, Judith escaped into secretarial 
job, from which she had resign care for her bed- 
ridden, half-mad aunt. When the aunt died, after five 
years almost solitary servitude Judith’s part, the 
money that was left was barely enough give Judith 
meager annuity 100 pounds which she sought 
add giving piano lessons and teaching embroidery. 
school-girl friend, likewise spinster, introduced 
Judith the pleasant anodyne tonic wine. From 
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that, Judith took whisky larger and larger quanti- 
ties. Her ineffectual pride, groundless vanity 
upper-middle-class social distinction, coupled with her 
tippling set her moving from one lodging house an- 
other. sixth place was shabby room Mrs. 
Henry Rice’s rooming house, where Judith meets James 
Madden, Mrs. Rice’s widower brother returned the 
old country after twenty years America. Madden 
braggart and tippler himself who first impressed 
with Judith’s show garnet rings. Judith convinces 
herself that Madden considering proposal mar- 
riage. The nasty-minded and lazy thirty-year-old son 
Mrs. Rice, Bernard, succeeds disillusioning Judith 
cruelly after she succumbs temptation and get bois- 
terously drunk her room. second binge ends 
her disgrace and order vacate her room. Tortured 
remorse, but frantically seeking some “sign” that 
she not lost, that God really present the taber- 
nacle the church, half-crazed drink and feeling 
complete desolation, she tries tear open the golden 
door the tabernacle and taken off 
Tragically, Judith will recover and have face again 
her loneliness, but with her last defence pride torn 
away. This surely more tragic fate than her death 
would have been. 


Throughout this affecting and disturbing story runs 
deep compassion for, but not maudlin sympathy for 
Judith Hearne. She represented being religious, 
but with the shallow religion superficial devotion, 
the inability and the lack desire accept faith 
which could have sustained and saved her. Judith 
mediocre soul; pitful, even tragic; destroyed much 
her own weakness character her circum- 
stances. The reader will pity Judith Hearne, will under- 
stand her inevitable collapse; but will not excuse 
condone it. Some readers may find the description 
Father Quigley’s reaction Judith Hearne and his 
treatment her unbecoming the ideal pastor and 
priest; but not heartless much helpless 
much for the pitiful creature when finally she seeks his 
assistance awkward and timorous confession and 
later maudlin incoherent appeal for him banish 
her doubts. One two scenes are likely shock the 
immature delicate-minded reader; and the theme it- 
self would recommend that this novel for mature 


adults only. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Harris, Mary Julie 


Crowell. Aug. 278p. $3.50. 

Julie begins slowly but gains momentum and the 
reader’s attention when more than one conflicting type 
converges complicate the scheme their action 
rather than resolve too quickly the problem Julia 
Lambert. Julia’s dilemma psychological and impli- 
cates her spiritual and physical well-being also 
threatens collapse her mind. school she has just 
confessed theft brooch but instead condemnation 
receives sympathy, for the headmistress interprets the 
act suggestive Julia’s need for the love and com- 
panionship she has missed life. the same time, 
Julia sixteen emerging from adolescence and the 
theft could declaration independence against 


Best SELLERs 
overly prolonged childhood. Whatever its cause, Julia’s 
sense guilt remains haunt her and hammers 
expiated. 
This story evil crawling through the summer 
heat and soiling its wake the innocent and 
Julia really hasn’t chance shut isolated Valley 
House with the possessive, dragon-like housekeeper, 
Flora, watching every move, and her irresponsible 
student-grandfather, Adrian Lambert, content not 
watch all. novels, 
first there hope that Dr. Richard O’Rourke, the the 
village medico, may provide positive therapy, 
O’Rourke’s own weaknesses almost preclude his develop 
ing himself professionally her behalf, for Julia’s 
charms are quite irresistible him. Wéith mixed 
tions suggests summer companion for her Mrs, 
Catherine Randolph, stave off the nervous collapse 
believes immanent. Mrs. Randolph manages almos 
too well and when she discovers that Julia and Thomas 
Souliere are love, though she has arranged 
meeting, jealousy drives her disrupt the romance, 
Her own revived bittersweet affair with O’Rourke 
which must amount nothing and broken marriage 
with Frenchman explain her attitude. Weakened 
guilt, Julia accepts Mrs. Randolph’s advice 
with Thomas for religious reasons. Her awakening in- 
terest Thomas’s Catholic faith suffers almost fatally 
the poverty Mrs. Randolph’s example. the 
same time, the latter has forced O’Rourke into situa- 
tion where his reputation tarnished and she hastily 
departs, along with mink cape and Julia’s ready 
Meantime, has been discovered that Julia’s groping 
for religious values has basis her Catholic baptism 
and early training, symbolized for Flora the religious 
medallion she had torn from her neck years before 
when the child had first come Valley House. The 
wheel comes full circle with the appearance Cath- 
erine Randolph’s brother, priest, upon the scene 
time set Julia’s mind rest and thus repair the 
havoc wrought Catherine. With Thomas waiting With sin 
downstairs the proverbial fairy tale ending assured. 
The best part the book the author’s sense inter the role 
play temperament one poor pawn tossed from For 
one unscrupulous, exasperating person another. book ope 

Rosemary McCormick, mother. 
Toronto, Canada wants, 
the revela 
Jennings, John The Wind His Fists Then 
Holt. Aug. 1956. 384p. $3.95. past 
England, young Dennis O’More, red-haired, bull-strong seclusion, 
teen-ager, runs afoul English law and leads his pur out the 
suers merry chase through Ireland until, escape ‘op cemet 
final capture, takes the Queen’s shilling and becomes funeral 
member company archers which sent and Beetie 
serve under Philip Spain. There aids the young den awake 
Moriscos, Manoel and Lupe Fuentarabia The entire 
deportation but captured, tried the Inquisition unbroke 
(sic), and condemned the galleys. beating quips 
corsair attack freed only recondemned the exten 
galleys the Knights Malta. During the abortive tedium, 
campaign against Tripoli captured the veloped 
only find his friend, Manoel, high command. 


turns Moslem, weds Lupe and becomes notable hardly 
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for Islam. his Mohammedan sponsors are killed 
and escape the vengeance new commanders 
his fortune and delivers his wife and son 
Italy just before rejoining the Moslem fleet fight the 
battle Lepanto. The story ends here with Dennis 
wounded aboard Venetian ship and presumably free 
rejoin his wife. 


John Jennings has written some creditable historical 
novels, mostly the early American period which 
the characters are fairly typical exponents the milieu 
which they existed and the stories were naturally 
developed from historical incidents. That these were 
the result careful research and well-exercised writing 
ability obvious. Both qualities, however, are lacking 
the present novel which merely slap-dash ag- 
glomeration words with hackneyed plot develop- 
ment, deus-ex-machina situations, superficial charac- 
terization and generally poor craftsmanship. Lack 
understanding background potent and anachron- 
isms are numerous. Morality is, best, only natural 
and most actions are amoral. Hollywood may able 
tinker this into grade thriller but readers would 
well avoid not good adventure story. 
Suitable for adults but scarcely recommendable. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Boylen, Margaret The Marble Orchard 
Random House. July 27, 1956. 237p. $3.50. 


Three years ago Lovey Claypoole lost her sight 


explosion gasoline lamp invented her puttering 
father. Blindness, she found, robbed her all enemies; 


one could dislike beautiful blind girl. Yet she 
came hate this solicitude even while she took ad- 
vantage it, and she developed perverse isolation 
shared only with the tombstones the old marble 
orchard that became her favorite haunt. 


With similarly warped introspection, when her sight 
gradually returns Lovey conceals the fact and continues 
the role that gives her control the people who pity 
her. For three weeks she has kept her secret when the 
book opens the funeral her termagant grand- 
mother. This offers the dramatic denouement she 
wants, and she seizes denounce the callous conduct 
her inane parents, Noonday Ned and Beetie, with 
the revelations two weeks’ spying them. 

Then she flees accept the love offered her the 
past Robber Jim, outcast who lives the dump 
scavenging and pilfering. Their one night blissful 
however, interrupted flood that wipes 
out the town and drives them the safety the hill- 
cemetery. There they arrange second, proper 
funeral for Granny. During the bizarre ceremony Ned 
and Beetie arrive their frantic search, achieve sud- 
den awakening unselfishness, and join the prayer. 


The entire narration Lovey and for long stretches 
unbroken dialogue. Despite liberal sprinkling 
quips, slangy derision, and humorous irreverence, 
this extended introspection does not always escape 
tedium. Its scattered proliferation among many unde- 
veloped and sometimes contradictory traits also fails 
unified portrait. Lovey complicated but 
hardly credible; the others are little more than carica- 


Boylen Gipson 


tures. The book interesting chiefly tour force, 
conceived, and for sprightly style that 
often brilliantly fresh phrase and startingly original 
even though also occasionally convolute rhetoric. 
Lovey uses few rough words but will bear general 


adult company. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Gipson, Fred Old Yeller 


Harper. July 158p. $2.75. 
This short novel excellent successor the de- 
lightful story that was told Hound-Dog Man 
frontier life and hunting, the experiences young 
boyhood and companionship with dogs. Old Yeller 
simple and warmly human story Birdsong Creek 
the Texas hill country during the latter part the 
Eighteen Sixties and recounted Travis, 14-year 
boy, with very little sentimentality self-pity. 
His dog big, ugly, yellow creature, appearing out 
nowhere and causing difficulties from the very outset 
stealing side hanging pork and insisting upon 
getting into the spring water with Travis’ five-year-old 
brother, Old Yeller merited his name the 
score sound well color because could yell 
Jouder than Arliss and was only the constant and 
violent protests the younger brother that prevented 
Travis from killing the dog driving him away. Old 
eller remained and Travis began find him in- 
separable companion all his responsibilities those 
years the great cattle drives north the new markets 
Abilene, Kansas, more than 600 miles away. 


While his father was gone, Travis had work hard, 
plowing, chopping wood, weeding the gardens the 
torrid sun, carrying heavy buckets from the spring, and 
discharging all the while the responsibility guardian 
over the troublesome Arliss who one occasion got 
almost mauled bear. Travis enjoyed his new role 
man the family and was satisfied when his 
mother began treating him the head the house- 
hold. His experiences were many during that sum- 
mer—bad weather, freak accidents, predatory animals, 
sudden emergencies, unforgettable moments deer- 
hunting the stillness early morning and real ad- 
venture staying hot summer nights the corn patch 
under the stars with Old Yeller order keep coons 
and skunks out the winter food supply. The excite- 
ment never seemed end—trying catch and 
mark the new hogs, watching the fight between two 
bulls, and later the attack made upon Travis’ mother 
crazy-sick loafer-wolf and her fescue Yeller. 
Travis learns these adventures with Yeller that the 
big, ugly dog has become part his life and when 
his mother calmly explains that the dog must shot 
because had been bitten the 
his pain and anguish are intense and expressed with 
deep sensitivity. 

Hound-Dog Man (1949) and Old Yeller will undoubt- 
edly compared the wonderful reading experiences 
with Huckleberry Finn and The Yearling. Gipson’s 
work less dog-story than delicate penetration 
character study and the revelation the mother 
this novel gradual, yet vivid. Merely indicating 
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phrase two her reactions the growing aware- 
ness her son’s responsibilities, Gipson gives 
sensitive and warming appreciation this pioneer lady. 
The speech Travis and his parents colorful frontier 
idiom, genuinely American. Carl Burger’s black-and- 
white drawings wonderfully capture the adventure, 
suspense and excitement the narrative. 


Old Yeller will remarkable ex- 
perience for all classes readers. 


Thomas Wassmer, S.J., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Kaufman, Lenard The Color Green 
Holt. Aug. $3.50. 

This pure and unadulterated soap opera. Stella 
beautiful; Leon temperamentally brilliant, irascible; 
has money. Harry the dull but honest used-car 
salesman. Both them love the gorgeous and desir- 


able She was her way the altar with 


Harry when Leon crashed party. Now she’s wild 
about Leon—not Harry. 


Stella’s pop, Tom Blunden, like Harry, (they both ad- 
the Dodgers!), but not Leon. Stella likes her fella, 
eon. 


But when she gets know him she realizes 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
The Last Hurrah (Ila) 
The Mandarins (IV) Beauvoir June ’56 
Andersonville (IIb) Kantor Nov. 
Single Peeble Hersey June 15, 
Imperial Woman (IIb) Buck 
Walk the Wild Side (IV) Algren June 
The Rosemary Tree (Ila) Goudge June 
Lucy Crown (IIb) Shaw Apr. 
Charmed Circle Ertz July 
NON-FICTION 
The Birth Britain (1) Churchill May 
Arthritis and Common Sense 
Eisenhower: The Inside Story Donovan Aug. 
Love Perish (Ila) Blanton Feb. 
Guestward Ho! Dennis May 15, 
Gift from the Sea (Ila) 


NOTE 


(1) has been called our attention that The 
Mandarins Simone Beauvoir, (cf. July 15th issue), 
has been placed the Index Librorum Prohibitorum 
the Congregation the Index. The classification 
this novel should changed, therefore, for Catholic 
readers from III Books listed the Index 
Forbidden Books may read Catholics only with 
the permission their Bishop. 

(2) The pocket edition the novel Ian Gordon 
referred the “Pocket Print and Reprint” column 
August 1956, titled The Big Success. The title 
was inadvertently omitted the column. 


Kaufman Blake Parker Christie 


Best 
he’s the terribly, terribly jealous type, (hence, the title: 
green for jealousy, get it?) 

Will Stella tarry with gone with Leon? 
Will the Dodgers take the Braves and the 
Will the public read The Color Green? may 
the most important decision the century! 


CLUE-WORKS 
John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


Blake, Nicholas Tangled Web 
Harper. July 213p. $3.00. 


The publisher lists this novel suspense. One 
wonders why! From first page last the plot action 
completely predictable, even down the really corn- 
ball tag line. 


More like soap opera this romance between 
dim-witted shop girl and debonair cheap 
Eventually Hugo shoots policeman while trying 
rob some jewels. Daisy Bland (so aptly his 
lover, actually contributes most the hanging Hugo 
when she naively follows the advice real stinker, 
Jacko 


Despite this treacly and turgid misconstruction, Blake 
occasionally reveals flash the skill which has 
manifested better advantage his earlier 
tions. But this merit limited one. 


Parker, Richard Harm Intended 


Scribner. Aug. 241p. $3.00. 

This author the father five children—and his 
latest mystery has plenty evidence that has ob- 
served his children with keen eye. His best touches 
are the domestic scenes, especially the behavior the 
Hawks’ children. When little Donald kidnapped 
couple petty crooks the parents are quite willing 
give most their recently acquired pool winnings 
get him back from Reg Clowes and Wilfred 
(Charley) Barley. 


What raises this kidnap story several notches above the 
ordinary the skillful balance which Parker maintains 
not letting his violence get mixed with the real 
temptation exploit the ludicrous—especially when 
the crafty thieves are involved with the child. Instead, 
builds his suspense slowly and steadily 
pletely plausible climax. 


Christie, Agatha Surprise Endings 
Dodd, Mead. Aug. 1956. 405p. $3.50. 


trilogy Hercule Poirot classics: The ABC Murders, 
Murder Acts, and Cards the Table. Two 
ades ago these stellar stumpers appeared singly; so, far 
this price this the buy the year the doyen 
the genre—the great Agatha! particular favorite 
Cards the Table where Poirot’s analysis the 
bridge-playing talent the four suspects leads him logi- 
cally the killer. But they’re all good; with murders 
galore—at least three each selection. But the little 
Belgian and his gray cells are superior match this 
fascinating collection murders. 
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Dodge, David Angel’s Ransom 
Random House. July 31,1956. 239p. $3.50. 

David Dodge wrote fairly entertaining mystery which 
was published several years ago, Catch Thief. 
Alfred Hitchcock bought and shot location 
Monaco. superfluous point out the most pub- 
licized marriage recent times resulted from that trip? 
Grace met Rainier while making that picture. 


Now Dodge has again set his newest production 
Monaco. This not mystery; it’s melodrama 
robbery and violence. It, too, will make crackerjack 
movie. But now that Rainier has Grace 
get married this time? 


The basic plot cleverly simple: ruthless kidnapper 
takes over the yacht one the richest men the 
world; wants $100,000 ransom for the release his 
captive. But this crude snatch. Holtz, the mas- 
has studied Freddy Farr until knows ex- 
actly how execute his plot with unfailing brilliance. 
And while the captor rules, the author has time show- 
ing how different characters react the terrible pres- 
ence immediate death. 


Sam Blake the captain Freddy’s yacht. Angel, 
and he’s Dodge’s hero, not cut from classic cloth 
(for gratifying change!). The assorted characters are 
Hollywooden. 


Moos, Malcolm 
The Republicans: History Their Party 
Random House. July 30, 1956. 525p. $5.95. 


Prodded anti-rent agitator Allan Earle Bovay, 
encouraged Whig editor, Horace Greeley, aggravated 
the Kansas-Nebraska Act—which annulled the Mis- 
suri Compromise and the Compromise 1850 and 
resolved the question slavery through “squatter 
when the territories were ready for state- 
men met taper-lit schoolroom Ripon, 
the frosty night March 20, 1854, 
reckon with destiny. They went into the meeting 
Whigs, Free Soilers and Democrats. They came out 
Republicans. 


the first history the party published years, 
lifelong Republican Malcolm Moos, Professor Politi- 
Science Johns Hopkins University, explores the 
growth, ideology and character the party 
from its infancy when was “an aggregation Free 
Independent Democrats, Conscience Whigs, 
Know-Nothings, Barn-Burners, Abolitionists, (and) 


The party its rise power was “inspired and ani- 
mated middle-class movement comprising both 
farmers and small businessmen.” alternated between 
‘liberal” and “monopoly” capitalism, settling, recent 
years, for the former. The present administration 
comes closer than any other arriving and main- 
balance between the non-mercantile ideas and 
policies which have traditionally motivated 
party. 


1860 the party organized opposition the spread 
slavery, went the electorate with protectionist 
its platform. 1952, the party, whose dis- 
feature its early rise was the “lack 


Dodge Moos Burns 
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assist outstanding leader,” chose Ike 
Eisenhower “the man who could not only win the 
Presidency but the only man who could pull 
Republican House and Senate safely into port.” 


impossible review issues without discussing the 
men who made them, and through these pages move 
leaders like Abraham Lincoln, John Frémont, Mark 
Hanna, Will Hays, Theodore Roosevelt, Charles Evans 
Hughes, Herbert Hoover, Wendell Willkie, Arthur 
Vandenberg, Robert Taft and others. 


Mark Hanna Republicanism dominated the party from 
the Civil War until the advent Teddy Roosevelt’s 
Bull Moose movement. was essentially the Mark 
Hanna mentality which the person Bob Taft’s 
backers lost the convention floor in-fighting 1952. 
One the losers commenting Taft’s death year 
later, wrote: 


With Bob Taft goes the Republican Party. its 
place faceless, slinking thing, bearing only the name 
Republican, name indeed which President Eisen- 
hower hardly has mentioned since was elected under 
its label.” 


Malcolm Moos has brought praiseworthy scholarship 
bear upon this history the Republican party. One 
may venture the guess that not tractarian 
sympathizer the party might wish for campaign 
eve, but history important arbiter, and Malcolm 
Moos historian par excellence. 


formidable compilation fact and statistic inter- 
larded with livening and humorous anecdote but never 
weakened the author’s personal opinion, The Repub- 
licans ideal briefing for the two great conventions 
held this month. belongs every voter’s book- 


Arthur North, 
The Daily News, 
New York, New York 


Burns, James MacGregor 

Roosevelt: The Lion and the Fox 
1956. 553p. $5.75. 
Chesterton was attracted the Catholic Church part- 
because thought there must something extra- 
ordinary about institution that drew much vehe- 
ment hatred from many different people. 1940, 
Franklin Roosevelt was also extraordinary institu- 
tion. Making their last stand behind Wendell Willkie 
were big businessmen; Al-Smith and Jack-Garner Dem- 
ocrats; Roy Howard, Henry Luce, and William 
Hearst; the Old Guard Capitol Hill; progressives 
and isolationists; the Communists; and John Lewis, 
among many others. The winner, history two decades 
removed beginning make clear, was the most 
potent figure the first half 20th century American 
politics. 


Harcourt, Brace. 


Mr. Burns’ political biography the first attempt 
comprehensive, one-volume, objective, critical evalua- 
tion;—it good you have read believe it. 
There only synoptic account the war years, for 
which the detailed documents are not yet available. 
And perhaps the more earnest student will prefer the 
more exhaustive detail the six-volume biography 
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176 Church 
(only two volumes published far) the brilliant The current problem American politics still th; similar 
Frank Freidel. But Mr. Burns, young professor Roosevelt problem: how overcome the panth 
Williams College, bows one his genius for government policy unrepresentative 
selecting pertinent detail, sparkling insight, tive coalition Congress and restore vigorous, 
makes even the tedious resumé New Deal legislation the undying love the common man, because 
read like good novel. Scholarship, last, learning once and for all that the government 
how write. protect him from the cruelties economics. And 
everything else had done was wrong, one 
little when took would have insured him place history: “He apparently 
old wealth who respected the old morality, the soon- 
to-be saint liberalism seemed lucky, often 

shallow politician who had plotted his road the 

Sacramento, California 
presidency over many years. The queer thing that 

tatorial ambitions knees, Church, Richard Over the Ale 
begging for any kind action, with Congress 1956. 231p. $3.75. 
with radical schemes. The first thing did was smile, 
allusions his later years. dwells particularly serial 

his low-middle-class environment during the 


The period liberal glory was really rather short: 
the late spring 1935, after the Supreme Court had 
sabotaged the NRA. Passed quick succession were 
tax laws undeniably aimed the wealthy; the Wagner 
Act, (which FDR had earlier opposed); the Social 
Security Act; and modifications the Agricultural Ad- 
justment, Tennessee Valley, and Banking Acts. After 
the great victory 1936, Roosevelt’s troubles with Con- 
began. 1938, the southern Democrats and the 
Republicans had coalesced: that coalition for all prac- 
tical purposes, has held the country firm grip ever 
since. 


Mr. Burns, like Freidel, blames the rightists for driving 
FDR into the arms the left. Roosevelt, the master 
pragmatist, had ditched several principles Herbert 
Hoover dared not break: those economic individual- 
ism, rigid gold standard, balanced budget, the moral 
and social leadership the businessman. The right 
hated him for it, and FDR’s reaction was one shock 
and bitterness. 


His great political virtue, his pragmatism, his search 
for practical answers immediate problems, his abhor- 
rence rigid doctrine, was also his great failing. 
was obvious 1936 that although the economy was 
moving toward recovery, half-measures would not do. 
While the Keynesian answer was panacea, Mr. Burns 
believes FDR’s inability see that was remarkably 
well-suited the American situation caused the reces- 
sion 1937 and handed the Republicans their argu- 
ment that the New Deal had ended unemployment 
only war. Overconcerned with immediate tactical 
gains, built great personal following but left the 
organization his party nearly weak had been 
1932. FDR’s “flypaper” mind readily absorbed the 
ideas his many-sided advisers; but his role 
mediator was also limited those ideas. The event 
idea, coming always from the outside, was able 
concretize and dramatize brilliantly. But lacked 
the creative intellect, the burning conviction, win 
true greatness: reshape his party, reorient isolationist 
attitudes, reorganize Congress, solve the economic 
problem. 


Era, with urbane and sometimes arch lived 
world surrounded and engulfed mediocrity. 
had patient but determined mother, somewhat 
father and abstracted brother. His mother 
relentlessly devoted having her sons rise above 
dingy Battersea world. His father, apart from his 
cern with his minor civil service post and 
socialism, lived only for cycling. His brother was 
scientific study, particularly engineering, well 
music. Richard himself shared his parents’ 
though was inclined favor his mother’s 
rather than his father’s cycling. His brother 
concern with engineering did not appeal him 
much did Jack’s mastery Moszkowski’s From 
eign Parts the piano. Such conflicting 
created strife times his closely knit family, 
these were always happily adjusted preserve the 
familial warmth which prevailed the Church 
hold. 

Incident succeeds incident exalt the drab years which 
were Richard’s portion. Parallel with them 
found detached social criticism the first decade 
the twentieth century. Also extraordinary, 
spective self-analysis provided; 
for one wonders Richard Church could have bee 
that precocious, matter how emotionally sensitive 
was child. effectively arraigns the brutality 
dispiriting existence which was thrust upon the wag 
slaves Battersea; and pillories emphatically the 
imprisoning effect the caste system which was 
the reign Edward VII. But also gives the 
pression that was emotionally and mentally affected 
his early teens this uninviting world. 
touched, was exceptionally perceptive 
youth. 


The London Times, review this 
cites Richard Church’s “flashes mysticism.” 
doubtedly took the presence Christ into 
hollow, featherweight bones and floated down the 


staircase without touching either tread 
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similar instances his religious experiences suggests 
that pantheism rather than mysticism would more 
apt word. 

Finally might mentioned that Richard Church 
has proneness exotic vocabulary, liking for 
unfamiliar least most American readers, 
and occasional tendency indulge bothersome 
gntax. Otherwise Over the Bridge has charm, and 
apparently mirrors the mind self-made British 


writer. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Alexandra, Queen Yugoslavia 
For Love King 
Doubleday. July 19, 1956. 318p. $5.00. 


Latest the memoirs looking nostalgically the time 
when king was more than chess piece the auto- 
biography Queen Alexandra Yugoslavia, previ- 
serialized under the title Lost Our Thrones. 
Her husband has preceded her what the Queen 
with engaging frankness, “selling what’s left 
our private life” for income replace the civil list 
days. Her book, however, informative 
that concentrates personal and 
domestic matters rather than the political intricacies 
through which the couple lived. 

“Within months birth,” the Queen writes, “there 
own royal house for Princess such Yet her 
family persisted bringing her the democratic 
upheaval had not occurred; and when the war and 
Titoism brought financial ruin, made nomads them, 
and left them dependent upon friends and creditors, 
she was more able cook stew than she was 
for pair shoes. Coincident with these vicis- 
and partly because them, came misunder- 
sanding that brought her marriage the brink 
divorce and the Queen attempted suicide. any 
feature the writing especially stands out, Alex- 
andra’s utter openness withholding nothing, either 
personal failings outward circumstance, her 
humiliating decline fortune. 


The account passes quickly from childhood recollec- 
tions Greece, Italy, and England through finishing 
and teen-aged proposal from King Zog the 
point her meeting Peter, 1941 law student 
Cambridge. Marie, believing that their mar- 
would jeopardize her son’s chances regaining 
tis throne, violently opposed their union, and the war 
it. attitude has never changed, but 
it, with Churchill’s help, they married 1944. 
Next year came son, Alexander, well the “one- 
election” that set the National Federal Popu- 
Republic. Then ensued the orphaned wandering 
ind steady sinking into hopeless debt. Peter persisted 
futile scheming and spending overthrow Tito. 
Though Alexandra saw the cause lost, tried 
herself the practical role housewife, and 
admits her ineptitude, she seems never 
that her own deeper limitations judgment 
ind resourcefulness contributed the rift that de- 
Peter’s affair with another 
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woman, their trouble eventually came open estrange- 
ment. Several abortive reunions followed before 
firm reconciliation, largely through their son, brought 
them permanently together their present home 
Cannes. 
The account done simple style, matching the sin- 
cere affection for her family that stands out every 
page. Though the faults both Peter and Alexandra 
are apparent, way both saddening and maddening, 
and though times they are larger even than the 
Queen seems realize, they are richly offset thor- 
oughbred traits that effect the final triumph. Because 
never becomes staid bogged down political de- 
tail, even while providing abundant sidelights all 
the royal families Europe, the story should prove 
exceptionally interesting the average reader. 

George Grauel, Ph.D., 

John Carroll University, 

Cleveland 18, Ohio 

Aichinger, 
The Bound Man and Other Stories 

Noonday Press. June 11, 1956. 100p. $2.75. 
Eric Mosbacher’s translation from the German intro- 
duces American readers one the finest Austrian 
writers short stories appear since World War II. 
Wife Austrian poet Gunther Eich, Ilse Aichinger 
writes the continental tradition Kafka and Sartre 
but with less the sardonic than either. The Bound 
Man contains ten stories, any one which could 
stated, plot-wise, very simple terms. “The Bound 
Man” tells man who bound and prefers live 
because feels more free his bonds; “The Opened 
Order” tells soldier carrying message extra- 
ordinary code-phrase; “The Advertisement” relates 
how billboard poster destroyed the wind. 
the others go. Yet analyze these tales terms 
conventional plot would oversimplify, for there 
certain transcendence the telling which suggests 
“an eye fine frenzy rolling” toward poetry, well 
nose buried philosophy. One might better think 
these stories ultimate problems buried imagina- 
tive oddities accept them sheer intellectual enjoy- 
ment. 
Miss Aichinger’s stories have imaginative sympathy 
that makes bold leap mind through fantasy, from 
the actual the impending, from incident intuition, 
from ideated sensation illusion. Their symbolism 
does not emerge from comparison but from the bring- 
ing together two realities, thought and felt together 
synthesis world and spirit, like two strands 
rope woven tightly that are possessed one 
awareness. These are not the kind stories one de- 
fines nor describes, but simply read for dramatic in- 
tensity and lyric beauty. one who interested 
the immense possibilities the short story form 
can afford overlook this book. one who likes 
good reading based fine writing can afford miss it. 


Mills, Clark (editor) 


Selected Poems Adam Mickiewicz 
Noonday Press. June 124p. $3.00. 


Adam Mickiewicz, (1798-1855), Poland’s greatest poet, 
has suffered from tendency world literature pay 
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homage the great national poets writing major 
tongues and neglect equally important poets writing 
tongues lesser world significance. This volume 
hopes rectify the situation insofar one particular 
national poet concerned. Under the direction 
Clark Mills, number distinguished poets, (includ- 
ing Auden, Louise Bogan, Rolfe Humphries, 
Babette Deutsch, Robert Hillyer, George Reavey, Kim- 
ball Flaccus, William Jay Smith, Donald Davie, and 
others), undertook translate some Mickiewicz’s 
finest work for commemorative edition. Since few 
knew Polish, the poets worked closely with Polish 
scholars and linguists who supplied them with literal 
translations. this way was hoped that neither 
accuracy nor poetic quality would sacrificed. 


The aim sounds better than the achievement, for there 
something missing from the man from the book, 
since one cannot sense the poetic readings the great- 
ness that extolled the critical appreciation, (by 
Jan Lechon). Perhaps there are too many disconnected 
hands involved for real continuity ideal idea 
fully realized. What here good; but presup- 
poses greater familiarity with the poet’s full stature 
than will found the average reader. presup- 
poses that the reader knows Mickiewicz’s political ac- 
tivity was great his poetic output. “As artist and 
human being bridged opposites, just as, evoked 
celebrations both sides the Iron Curtain, does 
sense today.” further presupposes that when 
titles poems are mentioned know what the poems 
are about rather than only the passages that are here 
translated. However, the book good enough with its 
“Approximate facsimiles the poems from which they 
derive” whet the appetite with desire know 
more about this poet and have more his opetry. 
James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Sheehy, Michael Divided Stand 
Putnam. June 104p. $2.75. 


Michael Sheehy’s analysis the problem the parti- 
tion Ireland rated the foreword remark- 
able contribution Irish political philosophy” John 
Hogan. Both these gentlemen are Nationalists, 
Southern Irish and Catholic and yet the author con- 
tends, and Mr. Hogan agrees with him, that the Parti- 
tion issue has involved injustice the Northern 
community and England and that has been 
handicap the political progress Western Europe 
and America citing the Irish community and particu- 
larly the Irish Government responsible for this in- 
justice “the intransigent isolationism Southern 
life and thought.” fundamental are the differences 
between the Northern and Southern communities 
religion, politics, economics and culture that union 
would not bring about, the author’s opinion, 
social synthesis” and that political instability would 
the result. The repeated refusal the North end 
Partition justified the author who maintains that 
retrogression would involved the acceptance 
National government. The very dismal picture 
Southern life and outlook here portrayed leaves 
doubt the reader’s mind what that retrogression 


implies. 


Sheehy Coles 


Briefly listed the accusations are these: 

(1) Nationalism has intensified the traditional aphe 
between native and settler and has done 
harm limiting the field Irish interest Specificall 
endeavor Ireland. 

(2) The South’s policy economic and political days 
pendence isolating herself from the Britis military 
Commonwealth acted contrary the needs 
social growth and prevented the 

(3) the rejection international outlook, th: anc 
South has failed make her moral and 
contribution toward the defence And mos 
the West. given 

(4) defiance the facts history the South that Franc 
persisted maintaining that Partition year 
England’s policy. maps, the 

(5) That the Southern Government has failed are buried 
life which satisfies even its own people—an personal 
sation which substantiated the high and Coles’ 
stant tide emigration; that relation with the 
primary resources agriculture stagnant and ance all 
eries practically non-existent and that larger 
(which the author’s opinion the real 
our failure) Southern life the grip Franco’s 
insidious puritanism, that the important 
completely disillusioned the results 
government and find themselves the victims portance 
actionary labour and capitalist organizations. 

evident that the stumbling block unification 

the fact that the predominant non-Catholic ruling the 

ment Northern Ireland never really integrated with 

accusations leveled the Southern Government 

people, feel sure that adequate answer will 
forthcoming giving true picture the social 

unbiase 
and industrial development which has been 
plished the native government. Such full 


versial work this will not unanswered 
erners proud their nation’s achievements, 
with the stagnation and exploitation 


under British domination. 
John Callaghan, 
Biology Department, 
University Scranton 
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Coles, Sydney Frederick Arthur 
Newman. July, 1956. 264p. $4.00. 
The old proverb, “May God protect from 
friends, defend myself against enemies,” might 
well applied the Head the Spanish 
Francisco Franco. And Franco himself might 
reads this book. 


Mr. Coles’ Franco Spain pretends “first, full 
length biography” the enigmatic Spanish 
raphy.” Mr. Coles may have deep and 
knowledge Spain, despite his admitted difficulty with 
the language. And evident that has met? 
good number prominent Spaniards, including 
himself. But biographies are not built out 
nor does the shaking man’s hand, (no matter how 
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hard that man may get to), qualify one 


biographer. 


Specifically, effort made explain Franco’s edu- 
cation. His family history glossed over, his school 
days treated only passing rapture and his early 
military career sketched with load adjectives but 
little analysis. The tortured relationship Franco 
the Falange left largely the reader’s imagination. 
effort made give detailed account his 
toward the Axis powers that policy grew 
frmer and firmer during World War II. Much polemic 
this subject; but, again, little analysis. 
And, most glaring omission all, coherent account 
given the Spanish Civil War. are assured 
that Franco won and that deserved to. But the 
three years fighting, the campaigns, the strategy, the 
maps, the individual defeats and victories—all these 
are buried under polemic and interlarded with useless 


personal reminiscences. 


Mr. Coles’ evident with Franco man and 
with the “franquista” regime make his poor perform- 
ance all the more regrettable. And several the 
larger issues modern Spain his instinct good. 


realizes and certain extent explains the importance 
Franco’s Treaty with Portugal 1939 and the more 
important which followed 1940. also 
understands, but once again does not detail, the im- 
portance the Vatican Concordat with Spain and the 
recent Spanish-American agreements. 


The time more than ripe for full length study 
Franco English, written someone 
sands the man and his motives and basic sym- 
pathy with what has tried accomplish Spain. 
The rumble the Civil War has long since died down. 
And would encouraging hear voice, (outside 
the Pentagon), raised appreciation Franco and 
inunbiased evaluation modern Spain. Emphatically, 
however, this voice will not Mr. Coles’. For the 
“first, full length biography Franco” will still 


have wait. 
Timothy Healey, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Heilbrunn, Otto The Soviet Secret Services 
Frederick Praeger. July 216p. $4.50. 


Every student international affairs, particularly those 
who may feeling optimistic about the seeming 
“change heart” the present powers the Kremlin, 
read this book. dispassionate, clearly 
constructed report what can learned the recent 
activities the “Red Orchestra,” the German and 
secret service call the widespread underground 
network espionage directed from Moscow. The suc- 
the net obtaining and relaying precise infor- 
mation troop movements and policies, strengths 
the wehrmacht during the invasion 
Russia; the astute propaganda campaign which 
weaken French resistance prior the blitzkrieg 
May 1940; the detailed instructions for organiza- 
and activity the “partisan” guerilla forces already 
behind the lines neutral and opposing 


Heilbrunn Lerner 


nations West and East are here documented enough 
convince all but the most skeptical. Dr. Heilbrunn 
correctly concludes that the next war will have 
defined battlelines battlegrounds. The communist 
apparats every country are being constantly trained 
and readied for the outbreak any war, colonial 
international. The soviet fifth and sixth columns, Dr. 
Heilbrunn guesses, are Communism’s defense against 


atomic warfare, much more than any guided missile. 


The Soviet Secret Services something sequel 
the author’s previously published Communist Guerilla 
Warfare. Like it, should receive commendation from 
deserves 


the Army Combat Forces Journal. 
widely and attentively, reflectively read. 


Lerner, Leo 
Americana House. 1956. 


Mr. Lerner writes column for the Chicago North Side 
Newspapers, which publishes. Roughly may 
compared with the “Topics the Times” that appears 


the New York Times and the now famous Fourth 
Leader the London Times. lacks the primness 
the first and the limits the other his writing. 
writes primarily please himself, and his pleasure 
frequently from revelation irritation himself, 
the tradition the essayists who are ever asking, 
seeking and tapping for entry. More often than the 
given the clue, finds the hint and opens the 
oor. 


has gusto, which the identification America 
free from Europe’s disillusion. has honesty and 
directness that still can draw the reader further into 
the whirlpool the modern world without directing 
him hope survival. has vast confidence 
man’s ability improve himself. does not ap- 
pear have center orientation which the 
can deeply root his own desire for goodness and 
ideals. 


This book selection Mr. Lerner’s columns, and 
they have the tang and raciness newspaper’s idiom 
and language. There artful carelessness about 
them that intrigues reader and leads him insensibly 
into fine and searching personality. His readers must 
find irresistible turn one another and carry 
the conversations starts. Chicagoans who are per- 
ceptive enough prepare themselves with Mr. Lerner’s 
impetus for thoughtful conversation must smile deri- 
sively Mr. Eliot’s picture the modern crisis, the 
subway train that 
e stops too long between stations 

And the conversation rises and slowly fades into silence 

And you see behind every face the mental emptiness deepen 

Leaving only the growing terror nothing think about;... 
will make many friends, many stimulat- 
ing variations his thoughts, from this book. May 
this review multiply them. For every reader will know 
more about human nature, himself, and the American 
inflection Adam’s heritage. 


Thomas O’Connell, 
Moyne College, 
Syracuse, New York 
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Sullivan, especially the rich context Mr. Daiches has given 
The Three-Dimensional Man: Wide- here. For not only ours age criticism, 
Angled View Life tirelessly being told both those who deplore 
Kenedy. June 14,1956. 297p. $4.00. those who celebrate the fact, but age 
easy paint the dreary portrait Mr. U.S.A. warring critical schools. Historians and New Critics 


Business. the soulless guide great enterprises means fully reconciled yet; Mr. Randal 
Jarrell sooner derides the critics armed with 


and massive social groups; but, give the devil his 
due, sees clearly the limited ends has view. flame throwers when pulverized 
have come such pass that, according Mr. 


Mr. Sullivan knows his business-man too, 
should, since the director public relations and 
advertising for Dun and Bradstreet Corporation. The That criticism has more than recent history and that 16, 
Three-Dimensional Man analysis the cultural ancillary art Mr. Daiches demonstrates 


vacuum which our modern American business man- these pages. concerned here with those who 
ager lives, and attempt point out how this condi- began the critical art and with those who contributed 
tion might changed. New aspects living, the additions critical theory. takes his 
aesthetic and spiritual realms, are described this reader—and though this book not “plain 
work. These new aspects viewpoints are the dimen- guide” anything like that, addresses itself the 
sions the title this book. general and not the specialist intelligence, through 
There are some fortified positions warfare that long critical journey from Plato and Aristotle 


strongly entrenched that they are almost Sidney, Dryden and our 
able frontal assault. So, too, attacking some fea- Each critic given ample consideration. Aris 


tures the national mores the direct attack solution the “platonic dilemma,” for 
always the most effective. There weapon presented through copious quotation from the 
powerful this fight wit even satire. and through careful analysis the practical 


Mr. Sullivan writes with broad grasp his problem, 
with his interests ranging very widely over many fields, After investigating criticism’s philosophical inquiry into 
but not incisive enough move his reader. imaginative literature’s “truth,” Mr. Daiches, his 
Seldem does enliven his page with the clever insight second section chapters, takes the ages devoted 
the witty parry that might have proven more suit- practical criticism—the history “method” from 
able his subject. Seemingly, taking himself and Ben Johnson Empson—and then, moving into the 
his subject too seriously, has not escaped the pitfall arena current wars, the relationship criticism 
all preachers; too long, and little dull. the scholarly disciplines. Throughout just and 
Brother John, Ph.D. perceptive. Even when warning against the 


Dean, LaSalle College 
approach its due. Professor Driere called recently 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania for the cultivation the interpretative work “critics 

the middle band, critics who would have deeper and 


Daiches, David Critical Approaches Literature broader interests than those journalists and yet 
specialized those scholars.” Critical Approaches 


Works literary art,” says Mr. Daiches, “are mul- 
tiple things, with many meanings growing out each 


other, and one critic school critics can exhaust Riley Hughes, 

their significance.” Obvious this statement sounds, Georgetown University, 

badly needs saving our present critical climate, Washington, 
Knopf. 
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